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sities and societies are not subject to influences beyond the world of
science as much as governmental and commercial institutions are, but
they are underutilized in international collaboration. The importance
of individual interest and initiative is frequently noted. Those interna-
tional activities involving a combination of private-sector participa-
tion plus external federal financing are seen as especially effective, but
the opportunities for shared private/public-sector responsibility are
not fully appreciated or employed.

The comments of those who responded to the query about how well
the United States is plugged into the system range from "sloppy" to
"well plugged in" (when the United States supplies the major initiatives
and inputs); more adequate financing is seen as a prerequisite to being
effectively plugged in.

The agency respondents frequently cite their ties to universities and
professional communities as well as to the NAS through NRC commit-
tees. Also the National Aeronautics and Space Administration,
(NASA), for example, has links to the high-technology industries,
although the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is experiencing
declining industry participation in the international environmental
areas.

Value of U.S. Participation

Provide an overall assessment of the value of U.S. participation.

All respondents indicate a high regard for active U.S. participation
in international cooperation in terms of its value to U.S. science, to
disciplinary progress, to the solution of specific problems, and to the
individual participants. The political, social, and economic aspects of
international science cooperation are also acknowledged. It is com-
mented that all countries are depending more and more on science and
technology and that international cooperation is an aspect that "we
can't do without." U.S. participation in international activities is no
longer simply altruistic, but should be approached with organized self-
interest: There are facilities, equipment, experiences, and information
available abroad from which the United States can benefit.

The government respondents also note the technical benefits from
international cooperation, the importance of establishing good scien-
tific contacts, the contributions to international understanding, good-
will and other foreign policy objectives, and the establishment of good
channels of communication. The value is especially high when the
agency initiates the activity. Another respondent states that the most